Billinge Parish Council

Chair’s Report for 2025 – 2026


Personnel Changes
This was the first full year for Karen Newton as clerk and responsible finance officer. New councillors to take up their positions during the year were Sue Rahmen and Sarah Jennings who both have a great deal of experience at local council level. In February 2026, Cllr Frank Gill resigned as Chair and Vice Chair Cllr Malcolm Webster took over as Chair, initially on a temporary basis until the end of the council year.
Progress with Key Aims and Objectives for 2025 -2026
Provide a community-led reading room and book service
Good progress has been made against this aim during the year and the granting of planning approval from St Helens Council means that the building of the extension is due to commence soon. The award of grants and the ongoing support from St Helens library service has also provided the means to obtain books, shelving and essential IT equipment. In due course volunteers will be invited to take part in the operation of the facility.
Continue to work with and support local groups
The Parish Council has been pleased to carry on with its support for the Residents’ Association in its activities and events throughout the year. We have also offered financial grants to Billinge in Bloom for the excellent work they do in enhancing the appearance of the village through flower and bulb planting. The council also works closely with other local groups, such as the Scouts, St Aidans Church (including its food pantry), the Eddleston Trust and Local Schools (for example in running the annual “Design a Christmas Poster” competition). Small grants were also awarded to Billinge Labour Club to support its community objectives and to Age UK to support its work in Billinge on behalf of older and vulnerable residents.
Promote and engage in commemorative and celebratory events
We have continued to organise a Christmas tree lighting event; the latest one at the end of February using our own growing tree in support of the sustainability agenda. Councillors were also pleased to organise and support the village’s remembrance events at both the schools’ service at the remembrance garden and in St Aidan’s church for the Sunday service.
Improve the Dam Slacks facility
Owing to the expenditure on the Reading Room development, any major financial spending on the Dam Slacks area has had to be put back for the time being. Nevertheless, longer-term plans are still on the council’s agenda and are expected to include a much-updated play area and attractive landscaping to the field and surrounding area.
Improve public engagement and transparency in the role and work of the Parish Council
The main focus for addressing this aim was the organisation of a Community Engagement Event on 23rd January. This event proved to be very successful, with representatives from several local organisations in attendance:
Billinge Medical Patient Participation Group
All Schools in the Area
Halton and St Helens VCA
St Helens Library Service Community Hub
Billinge Residents’ Association
Local Ward Councillor
The event was well attended by the public and feedback forms showed an extremely positive response. The council will plan for further participation events for the future.
In summary, the Parish Council has made good progress in addressing the 2025-2026 aims and looks forward to building on this progress for the forthcoming year.



